
Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society Calls for Action to Help Syrian Refugees 

Inspired by call to action by its lay leader, Alan Turner, delivered on the first day of Rosh 

Hashanah, the Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society urges its members, friends and the 

community at large to act now to help the millions of Syrian and Middle Eastern refugees who 

have been forced to flee their homes because of ongoing violence.   

 

Jewish tradition is clear on our responsibilities in this situation.  Leviticus (19:33) reminds us to 

treat aliens in our midst with justice and compassion. “The stranger who sojourns with you shall 

be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself for you were strangers in 

the land of Egypt." Jews whose own history as refugees seeking asylum from anti-Semitism, can 

empathize with the thousands who are crowding into boats and running across the fields of 

Europe only to encounter heavily armed border guards and barbed wire fences. 

Please - 
1. Learn more about the refugee crisis, its roots and the global response: 

 http://www.rac.org/2015-refugee-crisis-frequently-asked-questions 
 

2. Sign a petition urging our government to respond: 
http://support.hias.org/site/PageNavigator/AskthePresidenttoTakeBoldLeadershipfor
SyrianRefugees.html 
 

3. Donate generously to HIAS (the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) which is providing food, 
shelter, medical assistance and resettlement aid to the refugees: http://www.hias.org 

 
The Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society has donated to and urges its friends to support 

HIAS, the world’s oldest refugee protection and resettlement organization, which helped Jewish 

refugees after the Holocaust.  Today, HIAS is leading the Jewish response to the Syrian refugee 

crisis.   Donations to HIAS during the High Holiday season are being matched dollar for dollar. 

Go to HIAS.ORG and show your support online.  The petition is on the HIAS website.  Or, send a 

check with the attached flyer.  Today we have an opportunity to do what we wish the world 

had done for Jews during the Holocaust and in its aftermath. It is our hope that we have 

learned something from that dark chapter in history. Let’s not turn away from these people.  
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