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Erev Yom Kippur



O kum shoyn shiler ovnt un vig di felder ayn, mir zingen dir a loyb lid, o liber ovnt shayn 
O come quiet evening, and rock the fields to sleep, we sing you a song of praise, o dear evening light. 

vi shtil es iz gevorn, es vert di luft shoyn kalt, zayn lid hot shoyn farendikt, der nakhtigal in vald 
how quiet it has become, the air is turning cool, the nightingale has ended, its song in the forest. 





Gris bargris zey mit gezang, ven di zun fargeyt…welcome them with song…when the sun sets 
Spread our song near and far as we sing together 

and bring  light into our home.   
Let us be one family, Let there be Sholem af der velt - peace all over the earth. 

Boston Workers Circle Yiddish Chorus
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Nothing Else Matters 
Metallica 

So close no matter how far 
Couldn't be much more from the heart 

Forever trusting who we are 
And nothing else matters 

 
Never opened myself this way 
Life is ours, we live it our way 

All these words I don't just say 
And nothing else matters 

 
Trust I seek and I find in you 

Every day for us something new 
Open mind for a different view 

And nothing else matters 
 

Never cared for what they do 
Never cared for what they know 

But I know 
 



This Autumn Night 

The shades of darkness 
In the sky 
Are signs of earth’s turning, 
The fleeting ways of nature. 

And we- 
Drawn together in this house, 
Filled with New Year’s hope and light- 
Turn our hearts toward You 
In prayer, 
In worship, 
Seeking life’s essence. 

In the presence of Your love 
We feel the nearness 
Of those who bless our lives 
Even in death. 
Precious memories of their love 
Restore our strength, 
Renew our faith in life’s goodness. 

We acknowledge with gratitude 
The life You have given us, 
The bounty that sustains us, 
Your comfort 
In sickness and sorrow 
Your compassion 
In valleys of despair. 

God of years, God of eternity, 
Bless us now and always. 
Bless our homes and our families. 
Be with us in our dreams 
And in our hopes. 
Be with us 
Through these days of Awe, 
As we search our souls within 
And seek the lasting shelter 
Of Your love. 

Inspired by a hymn for the New Year by Rabbi David Einhorn (1809-1879) 
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Norm’s Remarks





May forgiveness be granted to the whole 
congregation of Israel and to the stranger 

in their midst, for all the people have  
transgressed unwittingly. 

In Your unbounded mercy, forgive the sin of 
this people, as You have ever forgiven 

our people from the days of Egypt 
until now.



Kol Nidre - All Vows 

Let our speech be pure and our promises sincere. 
Let our spoken words 
-every vow and every oath- 
be honest and well-intentioned. 

Let our words cause no pain, bring no harm. 
and never lead to shame, distrust, or fear. 

And if, after honest effort, 
we are unable to fulfill a promise, a vow, or an oath, 
may we be released from its obligation 
and forgiven for our failure. 

Let our speech be pure and our promises sincere.



Give us the strength to keep our promises - 
the sacred vows of partners in marriage, 
the promise of love and care between parents and children, 
the promise of duty between citizens and country, 
the oaths of doctors, the sacred trust of teachers. 

Give us the strength to keep our promises  
to our friends and colleagues, 
to those who live with us and depend on us, 
to those who work for us and those for whom we work, 
to those who pray with us and those for whom we pray, 
to those we love and those we serve. 

Give us the courage to keep our promises -  
to ourselves, to one another 
and to future generations.















The Multitude of Our Sins 

Our tradition has us list our sins, both personal and 
communal.  Even if we think we are innocent, we are complicit 
because we have power to make the world better. 

As each harmful act is mentioned, in Ashamnu, and in Al 
Khet, some worshipers gently strike their hearts with the 
right hand.  The Midrash identifies this not as an act of self 
punishment but as a way of identifying the heart (that is, 
desire and impulse) as the source of sin, taking personal 
responsibility and showing remorse.  



Of these wrongs and others  
we are guilty -



For Failures of Justice 

We dishonor You when we dishonor our society. 
For our failures of justice, Adonai, we seek forgiveness. 

For being indifferent to deprivation and hunger, 
While accepting a culture of self-indulgence and greed. 

For abuse of power in board rooms, court rooms, and classrooms, 
and for accepting the neglect of children and elders, the ill  and the weak. 

For permitting social inequalities to prevail, 
and for lacking the vision to transcend our selfishness. 

For glorifying violence and turning hastily to war, 
and for allowing history to repeat itself. 

For behaviors that risk the future of our planet, 
and for wreaking havoc on our only true inheritance - God’s Creation.



We have sinned against You 
by perverting justice, by betraying others, by envy, by being irreverent, by 

being stubborn, by talebearing, by swearing falsely, by causeless hatred, by 
breach of trust; by confusion of values. 

For all these sins and more, O God of forgiveness,  
Forgive us, pardon us, grant us atonement.



Hear our call, Adonai. 
   

Show us compassion. 
Accept our prayer with love and goodwill. 

Take us back;  
Renew our days as in the past. 

Hear our words; understand our unspoken thoughts. 
May the speech of our mouth  
and our heart’s quiet prayer 

be acceptable to You, Adonai,  
our Rock and our Redeemer. 

Do not cast us away from Your presence, 
Do not forsake us. 

We await You with hope. 
Surely You will answer.





B’seyfer khaim b’rakha v’sholom 
Uparnasa tova 

Nizakher v’ni kaseyv 
Lefonekha 

Anakhnu v’kohl amkha 
Beys Israel 

L’khaim tovim, l’khaim tovim 
ul’shalom 





Avinu Malkeinu: Almight and Merciful 
Hear our voice 

We have strayed and sinned before You 
Have compassion on us and our families 

Hold the onslaught of sickness, violence and hunger 
Halt the reign of those who cause pain and terror. 
Enter our names in the Book of Lives Well Lived. 

Renew for us a year of goodness. 
Let our hands overflow with Your blessings. 

Let our eyes behold the dawn of redemption 
We pray; do not turn us away from You with nothing. 

Welcome our prayer with love; accept and embrace it. 
Act toward us as befits Your name. 
Act for Your sake, if not for ours. 

You alone are our Sovereign. 
Let the gates of heaven be open to our prayer 

Hear our voice, treat us with tender compassion. 

Avinu Malkeynu, khoneynu va aneynu 
Ki eyn banu ma asim 

Asey imanu tz’dakah vakhesed, 
V’hoshi-eynu 

Avinu Malkeinu - Almighty and Merciful 
Answer us with grace, for our deeds are wanting. 

Save us through acts of justice and love.





The most 
beautiful thing 

that one can do  
is to forgive a 

wrong. 

-Rabbi Eleazar ben Judah of Worms (ca. 
1165-1238)



Before Kaddish 
God, who remembers our deeds and our lives, we turn to You  

for solace and hope when we are bowed in grief. 

As we recall with affection those who have been taken from our midst,  
we thank You for our years of love and companionship with them,  

and for the memories and the undying inspiration which they have left behind. 

Acknowledging the unbroken faith which links generations,  
we who mourn rise to sanctify Your name.



AUTUMN SONNET 
If I can let you go as trees let go 

Their leaves, so casually, one by one; 
If I can come to know what they do know, 

That fall is the release, the consummation, 
Then fear of time and the uncertain fruit 
Would not distemper the great lucid skies 
This strangest autumn, mellow and acute. 

If I can take the dark with open eyes 
And call it seasonal, not harsh or strange 
(For love itself may need a time of sleep), 

And, treelike, stand unmoved before the change, 
Lose what I lose to keep what I can keep. 
The strong root still alive under the snow, 

Love will endure - if I can let you go.   
May Sarton (1912-1995)







  Avinu Malkeinu, hear our prayer 
we have sinned before you 

have compassion on us and our children 
help us end pestilence, war and famine 

Cause all hate and oppression to vanish from the earth 
Inscribe us for blessing in the book of life 

Let the new year be a good year for us 


